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Task Force has a broad 

composition
We have 23 membersé..
Åeducation (2)

Å telecoms (3)

Å cable (2)

Åwireless (1)

Å rural citizens and businesses (2)

Å healthcare (2) 

Å unions (1)

Å libraries (1)

Å metro citizens and business (2)

Å government* (7), including the Commissioners of Commerce, 
DEED and OET.



Report Recommendations

ÅMinnesota should have ubiquitous (every home and 
business in the state) high-speed broadband
coverage as soon as possible but no later than 2015. 

ÅAt a minimum, we recommend speeds of 10-20 
Megabits per second (Mbps) (download) and 5-10 
Mbps (upload) for all residents of the state by 2015. 
Additionally, we recommend Minnesota should aspire 
to be:
ïIn the top 5 states of the United States for overall speed.

ïIn the top 5 states for broadband penetration.

ïIn the top 15 globally for broadband penetration.

ÅWe outline financial incentives open to the state to 
support both the supply and demand sides of 
broadband.



Report Recommendations

ÅWe make detailed recommendations for the
enhanced security and redundancy of the 
existing infrastructure.

ÅWe recommend the creation of a Broadband 
Advisory Council for Minnesota (BACM) to 
oversee the actions put forth in this report and to 
see that these objectives are achieved.

ÅWe recommend that the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) adopt a higher standard for the 
definition of broadband.  The current definition is 
768 kilobits per second (Kbps).



ñThe Goodò
ÅApproximately 94% of Minnesota households 

have access to broadband service that meets 
the FCCôs minimum threshold for broadband 
at 768 Kbps.

ÅThe remaining 6% comprises approximately 
97,300 households, or about 313,000 people, 
that do not have access.

ÅProviders in the Twin Cities, along with some 
rural providers, provide much higher 
bandwidth services to consumersðwell 
beyond the 768 Kbps minimum.

The sample size is comprised of approximately 519,674 tests 

performed between November 2008 and June 2009
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